Walter McMillian's Wrongful Death Sentence 


In 1986, an 18-year-old white woman named Ronda Morrison who worked as a 
clerk in a dry-cleaning store, was murdered in downtown Monroeville, Alabama. 
Walter McMillian, who is Black, was convicted and sentenced to death for the 
murder of that young white woman. Mr. McMillian was held on death row prior to 
being convicted and sentenced to death. His trial lasted only a day and a half. Three 
witnesses testified against Mr. McMillian and the jury ignored multiple alibi 
witnesses, who were Black, who testified that he was at a church fish fry at the time 
of the crime. The trial judge overrode the jury’s sentencing verdict for life and 
sentenced Mr. McMillian to death. Mr. McMillian was with his family 11 miles away 
from the dry-cleaning store where Ms. Morrison was murdered at the time of the 
crime. There were dozens of Black people who could testify to his innocence, but 
they were ignored. The nearly all-white jury convicted Mr. McMillian of capital 
murder and sentenced him to life imprisonment without parole. Judge overrode the 
jury’s sentence of life imprisonment and sentenced Mr. McMillian to death by 
electrocution. Mr. McMillian was sent back to his cell on death row, where he 
ultimately spent six years. EJI's Bryan Stevenson took on the case in postconviction, 
where he showed that the State’s witnesses had lied on the stand and the 
prosecution had illegally suppressed exculpatory evidence. Mr. McMillian's 
conviction was overturned by the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals in 1993 and 
prosecutors agreed the case had been mishandled. Mr. McMillian was released in 
1993 after spending six years on death row for a crime he did not commit. Walter 
McMillian was among the first exonerees from death row in the modern era. A 60 
Minutes segment and other national press coverage about his case led to other 
exonerations. Today, more than 160 people who were on death row have been 
proved innocent and released. 


